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Text: 1 Peter 1:1-2


In a world that is often focused on perks and privileges associated with being a part of 
clubs, groups, and organizations, it is important to focus on the the responsibilities of 
church membership.  All should be leery of “the what’s in it for me” approach to church 
life.  Yes, there are indeed innumerable blessings associated with being a part of the 
body of Christ; however, there are also tall responsibilities as well.  Christ is the head of 
the church (Ephesians 5:23), He bought it by His blood (1 Peter 1:1-2), and He has 
commissioned each of His children to play an important part in His mission (Matthew 
28:18-20).

	 To have a healthy picture of the church, we must have a clear view of the 
responsibilities we have toward it.  Unfortunately, the commercialized and capitalistic 
culture of the West has made many professing Christians blind to these realities.  
Those who serve within church leadership are undoubtedly aware of the way in which 
many approach the church with a pragmatic focus.  I like to call this phenomenon the 
“Burger King Approach” to religion.

	 Years ago, Burger King — one of the top fast-food chains in the world — had a 
marketing campaign with a slogan that said, “Your way, right away!”  The mantra 
promoted the hamburger juggernaut’s willingness to accommodate its customers.  
Whoppers, condiments, beverages, and side items were all served according to one’s 
liking.

	 Some have adopted such a perspective when it comes to the church.  Certainly 
there is place for finding a church that fits one’s biblical convictions, and there is also 
value in finding a congregation with which one’s family seems to have a personal 
connection.  However, there is an unhealthy approach among many who analyze 
congregations with an eye on personal needs without ever thinking about personal 
responsibilities.  In what follows, we will talk about five responsibilities of church 
membership.  As you look to engage with a congregation, be prepared to engage with 
these five biblical actions.  Know that they constitute the organizational behaviors 
necessary for a healthy church.


 1.  GATHER FOR FELLOWSHIP. 
When my daughter was young, our family had the opportunity to minister to one of her 
teachers in school.  Over time, we built a connection with the woman and she began 
attending our church.  Regular attendance eventually led to an understanding of the 
gospel, and that understanding led to her conversion.  She was baptized, she joined 
our fellowship, and she began worshiping with us and participating in church activities.

	 It is always neat to watch a new believer grow.  The passion and pureness of the 
first steps in the Christian life are exciting.  At the same time, the first phases of 
following Christ can bring a lot of confusion, especially when one encounters things 
associated with manmade church culture.  When my daughter’s teacher started 
attending our church, she was perplexed by some of the things our church did.
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	 I remember one occasion in which we were hosting a church meal for our 
members.  It was a time for everyone to gather and enjoy each others company.  The 
event was schedule to take place on a Sunday evening.  On the morning of the meal, a 
group of us were chatting in our small group gathering.  My daughter’s teacher said, “I 
can’t wait until tonight!  Where is the meal taking place?  Is it in that big room with the 
weird name — that room that starts with an ‘F?’”

	 For those of us who had been a part of the church for a while, the name of that 
room was obvious.  We knew my daughter’s teacher was talking about the “Fellowship 
Hall.”  Though the word “fellowship” is one that is often used amongst believers, it is 
not one that is used within the secular world on a regular basis.  As a result, many 
don’t have much of an idea of what is meant by the term.

	 To grow in your commitment to the body of Christ, you must become familiar 
with what is meant by fellowship.  It is one of the cardinal commitments of church 
membership.  In fact, one could regard it as the starting place for church involvement.  
I once had a pastor who often said, “As goes the fellowship, so goes the church.”  
What did he mean by that?  Why is fellowship so important?

	 In describing the outset of the burgeoning Christian movement, the book of Acts 
placed great emphasis on the presence of fellowship.  Acts 2:42 says, “They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to 
prayer.”  The word rendered “devoted” spoke of a strong commitment or dedication.  
The term “fellowship” referred to an active participation or partnership.  From Scripture, 
we see that the early church worked hard to have a spirit of connection and 
camaraderie.

	 Know that this is ground zero of church membership.  Your commitment to the 
church starts with a commitment to fellowship.  In the body of Christ, you have a 
Christian circle of friends, a spiritual family with whom you can share life.  As it takes 
work to maintain a healthy relationship with your earthly family, it also takes work to 
maintain healthy ties with your spiritual family.

	 Don’t approach your local congregation with a “what’s-in-it-for-me” mentality.  
Pay attention to the realities associated with fellowship.  Are you investing in one-on-
one relationships with other believers?  Is your approach to church spectator centered, 
or do you approach the body with a sense of personal responsibility?  Realize that the 
Lord intends for you to find support, encouragement, accountability, and strengthening 
from His people.  Jesus talked about His circle of disciples as being one big spiritual 
family (Mark 3:31-35).

	 In most churches, small groups are an impactful way to engage in such 
fellowship.  At our church, we have what we call “LifeGroups.”  These provide a 
platform for people to find their Christian circle of friends.  Every believer needs a 
network of believers with whom they can share life.  The struggles, setbacks, and 
seasons of life make fellowship a must.  Make sure you are owning up to this 
responsibly of church membership.


2.  GLORIFY THROUGH WORSHIP. 
Worship is the act of giving worth to God.  It is fundamental to the Christian 
experience.  Jesus once told a spiritual inquirer, “God is spirit, and those who worship 
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him must worship in Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).  His words indicated that worship 
involves two basic ingredients — God’s truth and God’s Spirit.  That is, real worship 
involves a spiritual connection with God on the basis of God’s divine realities.

	 Many times, modern believers think of worship in terms of an event.  Because of 
the consumer-driven nature of our world, many regard it as a meeting to attend.  They 
see themselves as being little more than spectators observing a spectacle.  Such a 
perspective robs them of the beautiful blessings that come from interaction with God.


Personal And Public Worship 
When I was in college, my ideas concerning this subject were radically altered.  I hadn’t 
been a Christian long, but I had the type of mindset I mentioned  above.  Worship was 
little more than a Sunday morning event.  During that season of life, I lived with my 
grandfather who happened to live in the town where I attended college.  My new 
commitment to the faith led me to become active in a student ministry on campus.

	 A mix of many things led me to regard worship in a more robust way.  For 
starters, time spent with my grandfather made me see my need for private worship.  
Each morning, he was intentional for us to have a time reading Scripture and praying 
together.  For the first time in my life, I learned what it was like to have a daily 
devotional time.  On top of that experience, interactions with students in the campus 
ministry opened my eyes to new realities.  I played bass guitar in the ministry’s worship 
band.  Leaders desired to lead students to a deeper understanding of what it meant to 
worship, so they talked about the subject frequently.  During those years of my life, I 
was like a spiritual sponge soaking up new Scriptural realities.

	 Looking back on those experiences, I realize I learned two important realities 
during that season of life.  First, I discovered that worship is a lifestyle type of thing.  
One does not need to be in church to worship God.  One can worship God while 
working, eating, relating, playing, or while engaging in most any of life’s experiences.  
Second, I learned that worship can be thought of in a private sense and a public sense.  
The activity isn’t reserved for the Sunday morning gathering of God’s people alone.  
The Bible is clear that believers are to engage in both personal times of worship 
(Matthew 6:6) and public times of worship (Colossians 3:16). 


A Way of Life 
What does this mean for you as a church member?  Scripture reveals that individual 
members of the body are to foster a commitment to worship.  For you to contribute to 
the ministry of your local church, you should give appropriate focus to both private and 
public worship.  Are you drawing close to the Lord through personal times in Bible 
study and prayer?  Are you committed to the Lord’s Day gathering?  Personal and 
public worship are some of the basic responsibilities of church membership.  The book 
of Acts tells of the way in which the early church “…devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer” (Acts 
2:42).  


3.  GROW THROUGH DISCIPLESHIP.  
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The Christian life does not have a finishing line on this Earth.  As long as believers are 
alive, they are to retain a posture of spiritual advancement.  The apostle Peter was 
aware of these realities.  He himself stumbled and stalled on numerous occasions.   
Consider how he tried to tell Jesus what to do on numerous occasions (Mark 8:32; 
9:5-6).  Who can forget his catastrophic failure in denying Jesus (Mark 14:66-72)?  
Even after the resurrection, ascension, and Day of Pentecost, Peter still stumbled at 
times.  Paul had to confront him at one point because of hypocrisy (Galatians 2:11-14).

	 Considering all of these things, it is significant that Peter told first-century 
believers, “Like newborn infants, desire the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may 
grow up into your salvation” (1 Peter 2:2).  In another place, he said, “But grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  Because of 
the apostle’s track record of failure, it’s almost ironic that growth and development 
were continual themes in his ministry (2 Peter 1:3-11). 

	 Peter’s passion for personal growth was undoubtedly rooted in his 
understanding of His discipleship.  He himself was a witness to Jesus’ well-known 
Great Commission, a teaching in which our Lord said, “Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  Take note of Jesus’ concern with 
multiplication of “disciples.”  We often refer to this act as “discipleship” — the act of 
developing followers of Jesus.  It involves a personal relationship through which one 
trains another to follow Christ.

	 The early church clearly had discipleship as one of its key priorities.  In the book 
of Acts, Luke spoke of how the earliest believers, “…devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching…” (Acts 2:42).  Paul encouraged Timothy to carry on the early 
church’s spirit of discipleship and doctrinal training.  He said, “What you have heard 
from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). 

	 Apart from fellowship gatherings and Lord’s Day worship, church members 
should be engaged in growing the body of Christ through discipleship.  Each should 
have a plan for training and investing in others.  More mature men should be training 
younger men, and more mature women should be personally training younger women.

	 There are many ways to do this.  Numerous programs, books, and resources are 
available.  My approach to disciple making has been based off of the work of a 
Chinese pastor named Ying Kai.  The exact approach isn’t what’s most important, so 
long as one fulfills the heart of biblical discipleship.

	 Plain and simple, discipleship involves spiritual transformation through the 
context of spiritual relationships.  It entails building close connections with other 
believers, connections that are focused on growing in both the knowledge of God’s 
Word and in personal Christlikeness (2 Peter 3:18).  This requires spending time 
together regularly.  The one leading a discipleship group is typically more spiritually 
mature than other participants.  He or she provides both a model of Christian character 
and a regimen of training in Bible doctrine.

	 It is important to note that such an activity is different than a mere Bible study.  
Bible studies are focused on transmitting information.  Discipleship has the aim of 
encouragement and accountability for the purpose of life transformation.  In addition, 
discipleship is not regarded as a one-sided affair.  Instead, it has a “pass-it-on” 
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perspective.  In other words, every believer should be discipled and every believer 
should make disciples.  It has often be said that every believer needs both a Paul and a 
Timothy in their lives.  The point is that Christians should always have someone who is 
pouring into them.  Every believer should also have others in whom they are investing.

	 Why do I share all of this?  Most churches probably do not hold up discipleship 
as a core requirement of membership, but I think it is critical to consider this matter.  If 
Jesus included the act of making disciples in His Great Commission for the church, 
shouldn’t we regard it as a primary responsibility of church membership?  

	 At our church we have a distinct program for developing disciples.  Wherever 
you find yourself in regard to church membership, make it a priority to be a disciple 
maker.  If the church you attend does not have a systemized approach for discipleship, 
pray and seek the Lord’s leadership concerning how you might get involved in this 
critical responsibility of church membership.


4.  GO THROUGH OUTREACH. 
William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, was known to say, “The church is the 
only organization that exists for the benefit of its non-members.”  His words were 
intended to highlight the priority of outreach within the church.  According to Scripture, 
the church has an unmistakable purpose.  A core part of its reason for existing is 
introducing others to the Lord.  As Jesus said, the body of Christ is to go “…into all the 
world and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15).

	 Since these things are so, it stands to reason that participation in outreach 
efforts is a basic responsibility of membership.  Unfortunately, many Christians are 
cloudy on this matter.  A commercialized approach to Christianity has made many 
regard ministers and missionaries as the only ones who are competent and called to 
tell others about Christ.  Some have what could be called “the super, hired, holy man 
syndrome.”  They view their pastor, staff, and ministry leaders as the ones tasked with 
fulfilling the mission of the church.  They fail to see that they have a part to play.  A 
study of Scripture reveals that such a perspective is faulty at best.  


A Part of A Body 
When Paul spoke of the nature of the church in 1 Corinthians, he used the metaphor of 
a human body.  We referenced this metaphor earlier in our study.  In doing so, we 
talked about how it serves as a basis for the idea of church membership.  For this 
current discussion, the body metaphor reveals that every member is endowed with a 
function within the church.  This was Paul’s meaning when he said, “As it is, there are 
many parts, but one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” Or 
again, the head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” (1 Corinthians 12:20-21).  If 
you are a part of the body, you have a part to play.  The rest of the church needs you.  
The mission of Christ is dependent upon every member of the body of Christ.


Spiritual Gifts 
The Spirit of God makes us a part of the body of Christ.  When we are born again (John 
3:3), we are tied together with other believers through the Lord’s presence in our 
hearts.  With the indwelling of the Spirit, we receive certain supernatural capacities.  
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Jesus mentioned this in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:20; Acts 1:8).  None can 
fulfill the mission of Christ in his or her flesh.  No one has the ability to convert human 
souls.  Supernatural power and strength are needed.  It is for this reason that the Lord 
programs each of His children with spiritual gifts at the moment of conversion.  Paul 
spoke of these realities in Romans, saying, “According to the grace given to us, we 
have different gifts: If prophecy, use it according to the proportion of one’s faith; if 
service, use it in service; if teaching, in teaching; if exhorting, in exhortation; giving, 
with generosity; leading, with diligence; showing mercy, with cheerfulness” (Romans 
12:6-8).  One of your responsibilities of church membership is participation in the 
church’s outreach.  You can fulfill that responsibility by discovering your spiritual gift 
and using it.


Pastor’s Role 
In light of what has been said above, some may question the role of pastors and 
ministers.  Why have church staff and leaders if every member is to participate in the 
mission of the church?  The answer to that question is found in the body metaphor.  
The Lord has ordained for each member to fulfill different functions.  More will be said 
about the subject of church polity later.  That topic talks about the various roles of the 
scriptural offices within the church — pastors and deacons.  For now, know this — 
pastors are not called to do the work of ministry by themselves.  Instead, they are 
called to lead the church to do the ministry.  

	 Everyone has a part to play in the outreach program of the congregation.  
Pastors are simply called to mobilize, motivate, and manage the membership for God’s 
people for the fulfillment of God’s mission.  Paul explained it like this — “And he 
himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of 
Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing 
into maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness” (Ephesians 4:11-13).


Every Member a Minister 
Considering what has been said, we can make the conclusion that every believer has a 
responsibility in making Christ known.  Paul made this fact clear in his second letter to 
the church at Corinth, saying, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!  Everything is from God, who 
has reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:17-18).  Did you catch the meaning of Paul’s words?  If 
you know Christ, you should be committed to making Him known.  Being reconciled 
means you are now responsible for introducing others to the reconciliation available in 
Christ.

	 As you consider your involvement in the local church, know that you have a part 
to play in gospel outreach.  You are a part of the body for a reason. Be diligent to 
discover and develop your spiritual gifts.  Seek out a ministry program to be a part of.  
If you can’t find a place to serve, create one.  Have an “if it is to be, it’s up to me” 
attitude.  Take personal responsibility for obedience to Christ’s Great Commission.  
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This is one of the basic responsibilities of church membership.  We have been saved to 
know Christ and to make Him known!


5.  GIVE THROUGH STEWARDSHIP. 
Giving is a subject that evokes ire from many nowadays.  As a pastor who has sought 
to promote biblical stewardship, I have run into my fair share of folks who have 
expressed their disdain for talk concerning money within the church.  Such is 
unfortunate for many reasons.

	 First, the teaching of Jesus reveals that the subject of giving is important.  It has 
often been noted that our Lord taught on money matters extensively.  A cursory 
reading of the New Testament reveals this to be true.  Even non-Christians are familiar 
with His famous axiom — “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  
Some Bible teachers maintain that Jesus spoke more about finances than He did about 
the subjects of heaven and hell combined!  Giving was indeed important to our Lord.  
One can be hard pressed to find Him saying anything complementary to the Pharisees, 
the self-righteous religious leaders of His day, but He actually commended them for 
their faithfulness to tithing (Matthew 23:23).

	 Our spiritual well being is another reason why we shouldn’t be shy to talk about 
stewardship.  Our Master knew that money matters often blind people to spiritual 
realities.  In HIs famous Sermon on the Mount, He said, “No one can serve two 
masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 6:24).  He 
also said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  

	 If one does not get it right in the area of finances, one will likely struggle in all 
areas related to the faith.  How one approaches issues like giving, budgeting, and the 
like says a lot about the content of his or her heart.  A proper perspective concerning 
money can be likened to a thermometer that reveals the spiritual temperature of one’s 
soul.  It can also be compared to a thermostat.  By giving to kingdom causes and 
managing one’s money faithfully, one can direct the temperature of his or her soul.  
This is another reason why Jesus talked about money and material things so 
frequently.

	 A final reason we must talk about money is this — the mission of Christ is often 
dependent upon tithes and offerings.  Jesus said, “…store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and 
steal” (Matthew 6:20).  The idea behind His words was that disciples should invest in 
kingdom causes.  Surely this involves giving to Christian missions and ministries.  Paul 
seemed to indicate as much.  When he wrote to the first-century church at Corinth, he 
said, “Now about the collection for the saints: Do the same as I instructed the Galatian 
churches.  On the first day of the week, each of you is to set something aside and save 
in keeping with how he is prospering, so that no collections will need to be made when 
I come” (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).  

	 The apostle’s reference to the way in which he “instructed the Galatian 
churches” indicated that he spent time in his ministry teaching believers about 
principles related to stewardship.  He wanted congregations to be faithful to collect 
offerings at their Sunday gatherings.  This is evidenced by his mention of “the first day 
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of the week.”  The purpose of Paul’s appeal was rather straightforward.  His missionary 
work depended on charitable contributions (1 Corinthians 16:3).

	 As you consider the responsibilities related to church membership, realize that 
the Lord desires His people to support the church’s work with their financial resources.  
Missionaries, ministries, and ministers are often dependent on the gifts of God’s 
people.  Your life situation may require you to make incremental adjustments until you 
are able to give faithfully, but make it your goal to grow in this area.  When God’s 
people are faithful to their responsibilities as church members, great things can happen 
for God’s glory!
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